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July 26, 2019 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  Council, Monday 8/12/19 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress: 
 

Assistant City Manager, Natalie Dean reports at the time of this report, 9 out of the 10 available 

Neighborhood Enhancement Project grant slots are filled.  Free energy audits have been scheduled 

for each of the applicants.   We now have 3 local contractors willing to bid on projects including 

Rectitude, JF and Willis Construction companies.   Everyone seems very excited to get started. 

Wightman has created a new, updated zoning map for the city.  This is the map that will eventually 

become interactive on the website.  We also have a draft of the future land use map.  The Planning 

Commission will review it at their next meeting and make any necessary changes.   Tentative 

places/dates for the public meetings for the 6pm Master Plan/Housing Initiative are: 

8/21  Middle School Cafeteria 

8/28     Business Center 

9/4 Snow Community Room 

 

This week’s code enforcement activities included: 

Weeds/Grass (city’s contractor mowed) =7 

Weeds/Grass (complied after receiving notice) =3 

Weeds/Grass (new citations served) =21 

 Blight (complied after receiving notice) =0 

 Blight (new citations served) =7 

           Abandon auto (new citations served) =14 

           EPM (Exterior property maintenance) = 5 

           Over grown vegetation obstruction = 2 

           Illegal Parking= 2 

           Yard waste= 1 

           Missing house number= 1 

 

Highlight Case: Public hearing is set for two nuisance structure located at 105 Jay St. and 309 

Wooden St. Public hearing is set for August 12, 2019 

 



Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski 

reports on projects across the city. Event-related activities filled 

much of the week, from cleaning-up from Summer in the City, to 

set-up/tear down for the Thursday Concert Series/Ed’s Open Header 

Cruise and prep for this weekend’s Steve’s Run.    

In addition to the continuing storm/brush pick-up, we gathered 

supplies for volunteers and assessed items brought to our attention 

at Walter Ward Park, resampled the water and shipped the one 

actionable Lead & Copper result,  began collecting samples for the 

CCWS (Cass County Water System) Lead & Copper requirement, 

repaired a water-box damaged by a contractor grading on Prairie 

Ronde, investigated a reported water issue at Patricia Lane in 

Vandalia with the Semco contractor assisting (possible ground 

water), trouble-shot relays issues at a couple lift-stations, and investigated reported sink holes at 

Indian Lake, reviewing previous sewer footage and re-televising this morning to determine whether 

any sewer line failures exist.  

After we capped the storm sewer line at 322 S. Front, Cross Excavating completed the back-fill and 

final grading of the site, which will be seeded and the fencing barrier removed.  While continuing to 

clean storm inlets/basins, we jetted and televised a clogged storm drain on E. Telegraph, at which 

time we discovered a collapse of the pipe and void in the road.  

Borrowing the concrete saw from the Cass County Road 

Commission, we made cuts to this street for repair this morning, as 

well as to Center for sewer-tap installations next week, and Lester 

for future storm repair/corrections.  

We had some issues at the WWTP (Wastewater Treatment Plant) 

this past week, caused by a water hose failure which led to several 

sludge press VFD failures.  The Kaiser serviceman returned to install the rebuilt blower motor, and 

also investigated noise issues with another.  New belts alleviated much of the noise; however, there 

are signs that the bearings may be at the beginning stages of 

failure.  We will monitor the situation.  DPS crew members 

also assisted with flushing a digester line at the plant.  At the 

WTP (Water Treatment Plant), a broken line was replaced; 

and, the assessment on the high pressure booster pump has 

revealed a shaft is in need of replacement.  This is beyond the 

scope of the contracted rebuild; so, they have been asked to 

provide a comparison quote for a replacement. 

The electric crew, assisted by DPS, continues work to relocate 

overhead lines to underground in the alley between Sherwood 

and Clyborn, with a goal of improving maintainability and service reliability due to the many trees 

in the area.  The crew, assisted by Gordon Engineering, also replaced an underground service line 

with a failed neutral at a residence on Wilson drive, and replaced a service line and meter on James 

Street. 

Enjoy your weekend and thank you for attending the work session Thursday. 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


